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Menu	Home
	About UsOpen menu		HISTORY	[image: OLYMPUS DIGITAL CAMERA]
	1Since 1913 IVEX Specialty Paper, LLC has been nestled along the banks of the Illinois River in Peoria Illinois. The mill was originally the Illinois Paper Company, built in 1912 by Judson M. Bemis, an Illinois farmer.


	MEET OUR TEAM	[image: TeamPaperImage]
	2The level of experience on the Ivex team is unprecedented with the majority of our people having over 30 years of experience in the paper industry. 


	CAREERS	[image: IvexCareersPic]
	3Each individual employee is a critical member of our team. We take care of our employees with a good safety system, great pay, excellent benefits, and a true sense of belonging. And, in turn this allows them to take care of our customers. 






	ProductsOpen menu		COLORED CREPE PAPER	[image: Crepe-Paper-fullfan-nb]
	1Crepe has a soft, natural, textured feel and look to it. Ivex's strong, heavyweight and durable crepe is made to your specifications. Our baseline capabilities are: 



• Basis Weight Range: 40# to 140# per 3,000 square feet 


• Roll Width: 77 ½” max. 


• Stretch: 2 % – 8% 


	CONVERTED PRODUCTS	[image: sm1102 (1)]
	2Save a converting step by utilizing one of our capabilities below for converted products: 



Shear and Score cut slitters:


• Minimum Slit Width: 1″ (2.54 cm)

• Sheet Width: 58″ (147.3 cm) 

• Diameter Range: 9″ to 40″ (22.86 to 101.6 cm)


Embossing Capability


Contract Converting Available



	FILTER PAPERS	[image: Filter-Paper-2-768×576]
	3Ivex's Filter Paper is made out of virgin fiber and is offered in White or Natural.  It is manufactured to customer specifications.



Ivex's White Filter Paper is made with 100% pure cellulose fibers and has exceptional wet strength and burst properties.


	KRAFT PAPERS	[image: Kraft-Paper-2-e1456933606207-825×510]
	4Ivex's kraft paper comes in numerous standard colors that have no minimum order quantity. Branded colors and color matching is available with a minimum order of only 10,000 lbs. Capabilities include: 


• Basis Weight Range: 40# to 138# per 3,000 square feet 
 
• Roll Width: 77 ½” max

• Finish: Calendered or Un-Calendered Surface Treatment



Numerous standard colors with no minimum order quantity Color match capability with 10,000 # minimum orders


	COATED PRODUCTS	[image: sm1101 (1)]
	5Ivex's air knife coater currently provides two coating options including a silicone release for industrial applications and a Kit 5 grease resistant for pet food applications. Contract coating is available and basic capabilities include: 


• Minimum Slit Width: 1″ 

• Sheet Width: 58″ 

• Diameter Range: 9″ to 40″ 
 
• Embossing Capability Sheet Width: 58″ Max. 

• Gloss Stack Sheet Width: 58″ Max. 





	FINE PAPER	[image: BurgerMenu-e1520034297678]
	6Ivex fine paper is made in weights ranging from 50# text to 80# cover. There are over a dozen standard colors and minimal order quantities for custom colors. 



For smaller quantities and sheet sizes, you can order Ruche Paper from CTI Paper. 






	ResourcesOpen menu		PAPER CALCULATORS	[image: Paper-Calculator-Menu-Icon]
	1Specifications for thickness, weight and more can be described in multiple different scales depending on the type of paper you're ordering. These calculators will help you translate between common required specifications.   


	BLOG	[image: BlogIconIvex]
	2Ivex's blog includes educational articles, updates about our business, information about our team and more. Join our mailing list and follow us on social media to be notified of new blog posts.


	INDUSTRY LINKS	[image: IndustryLinks_icon]
	3Certifications, industry organizations, and more.
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			Bo – Chief Morale Officer
		

				

				
				
						
										2 years of experience
									


				

				

				
				
							Meet Bo, our Chief Morale Officer and youngest member of our team. Bo joined our team in February of 2022 at the age of 10 weeks. Bo enjoys meeting and greeting employees and visitors throughout the day and of course getting his treats from his humans. Bo enjoys being part of our team as much as our team enjoys Bo.
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			Brian Ayers - Shift Supervisor
		

				

				
				
							10 years in the paper industry
						

				

				
				
							Brian began working at Ivex Specialty Paper in May of 2014. He is skilled at just about every job on the floor from extra hand to boiler relief operator. In his current role at Ivex, he works diligently to maintain and ensure good paper is produced for our customers. Safety is also a huge priority for Brian. He helps and guides his team to always stay safe while producing a quality product. Brian says he’s excited to continue growing and learning as he overcomes new daily challenges. He sees his Ivex team as family and strives to be the best he can for them and the company.
 
Contact Brian via phone at (309)-686-3830 x7124
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			Adam Brancato – Technical Manager




		

				

				
				
						
										28 years in the paper industry
									


				

				

				
				
							 •  B.S. in Chemical Engineering, Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
•  Ph.D. in Paper Science, Georgia Institute of Technology
 
Adam began working at Ivex Specialty Paper in September of 2022. His previous experience includes various production and technical roles at ND Paper, including Senior Production Engineer. In his current role at Ivex, he focuses on new product development to maintain and improve quality for existing customers. In addition, he will work on advancing new grades for future customers. Adam says he’s excited to work with Ivex’s interesting paper machine because it’s capable of such a diverse range of potential products.   
Contact Adam via phone at (309)-686-3830 x7140
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			Michelle Witt – Director of Marketing






		

				

				
				
						
										15 years of experience
									


				

				

				
				
						
											
													
										B.S. in Mechanical Engineering & M.S. in Engineering Management from Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology
									
	
											
													
										MBA from the University of Tulsa.
									


				

				

				
				
							Michelle spent the early part of her career in the engineering and start-up worlds at B2B technology companies ranging from energy to educational software. As our Director of Marketing, she brings this entrepreneurial, growth mindset to help us connect with our current and soon-to-be customers. She enjoys discovering creative ways to share our stories with the world and says she is constantly learning new things about paper from our long-time team members.
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			Thad Edmonds – VP & CFO




		

				

				
				
						
										29 years of experience
									


				

				

				
				
						
											
													
										Bachelor of Science in Finance from Miami University
									
	
											
													
										Master of Business Administration with a focus in Operations Management and International Business from the University of Cincinnati.
									


				

				

				
				
							Thad has spent approximately 3 decades in the financial and accounting industries with over 15 years at a senior manager level of responsibility. As the Controller, he handles all of the accounting responsibilities. He says his favorite things about working at Ivex are working with such a dedicated group of people and learning the process of making specialty papers. He is proud that even though the team part of a larger organization, we are able to remain flexible enough to be able to meet our clients’ ever changing needs.  And he believes the amount of experience amongst our staff is truly remarkable.

Contact Thad via phone at (309)-686-3830 x 7115						

				

					

		

					

		
				

				
					
						
					
			
						
				
													[image: ]													

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
			Dan Rogers – Engineering / Maintenance Manager




		

				

				
				
						
										28 years experience
									


				

				

				
				
							Dan has over 28 years of experience in Maintenance and Engineering, with over 20 years of that in senior management roles. His background includes automotive, steel manufacturing, and fermentation. As the Maintenance and Engineering Manager, it is Dan’s responsibility to schedule maintenance and equipment PM’s, procure parts, oversee project work from concept to completion, manage building maintenance and schedule and oversee contractor work. He says he has found the staff here to be very knowledgable and professional and looks forward to spending a long career learning from, as well as working with, the team at Ivex.
Contact Dan via phone at (309)-686-3830 x7129
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Chris Kranz – Machine Superintendent

		

				

				
				
						
										28 years in the paper industry
									


				

				

				
				
							Chris has been in the paper industry for the past 28 years, the last 18 years being with Ivex, and the last 10 of those years as a shift supervisor and machine superintendent. His main responsibilities are scheduling of the mill employees, ensuring all personnel are working safely and responsibly, maximizing machine output while upholding quality, overseeing the mill’s effluent costs and maintaining all data. Chris has completed a color school class through XRITE to expand his knowledge of our color control system at the mill as well. He says he enjoys working with the entire team at Ivex on all the daily challenges and opportunities that come our way.
Contact Chris via phone at (309)-686-3830 x 7124
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			Paul Gilbert – Customer Service Manager
		

				

				
				
						
										32 years in the paper industry
									


				

				

				
				
							Paul has been working at the Peoria Mill for 32 years. He started as an extra man and worked his way up to Customer Service Manager. He says every day can bring a new challenge and his favorite part of working here is learning from each challenge as a team. Additionally, the friendships and loyalties he’s found here make this a great place to work.
Contact Paul via phone at (309)-686-3830 x 7114
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			Angie Klein – Human Resource Manager

		

				

				
				
						
										35 years in the paper industry
									


				

				

				
				
							Angie is the Human Resource Manager and Safety Coordinator at Ivex Specialty Paper. She’s responsible for payroll, benefits, workers compensation, and other human resource tasks. She is also responsible for safety training and the safety programs at the Peoria Mill. Angie has been employed with the company for over 30 years and says she really enjoys the diversity of her job, along with her interactions with all of the employees.

Contact Angie via phone at (309)-686-3830 x 7110						
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			Eric Thomas – Shift Supervisor


		

				

				
				
						
										16 years in the paper industry
									


				

				

				
				
							Eric has been with the mill for 16 years. He started as an extra hand working his way up on the paper machine and into a Shift Supervisor’s position. He’s held roles such as Chief Steward with the Union and member of the safety committee. As Shift Supervisor, his responsibilities include the safety of employees, performance, and the quality of the product. Eric says the parts of his role that excite him most are the group of people he gets to work with on a daily basis and the quality product they get to produce for customers.
Contact Eric via phone at (309)-686-3830 x 7124
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			Amy Thompson – Process Optimization and Product Development Engineer


		

				

				
				
						
											
													
										Bachelor’s degree in Industrial Engineering from Bradley University
									


				

				

				
				
							Amy began working at Ivex Speciality Paper in 2021, as our Process Optimization and Product Development Engineer. In addition to working on key new upgrades to our paper machine, she works directly with Ivex’s operators to run customer trials and continuously improve our processes. Before joining Ivex, Amy was a manufacturing engineer for Caterpillar and worked in R&D and manufacturing at Hu-Friedy. Amy’s excited to learn more about the process and equipment involved in paper making. She looks forward to helping evolve and improve the processes at the mill over the years to come.

Contact Amy via phone at (309)-686-3830 x 7135						
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			David Wentzel – COO

		

				

				
				
							46 years in the paper industry
						

				

				
				
						
											
													
										Bachelor’s degree in Pulp & Paper Engineering from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
									


				

				

				
				
							Dave began working at Ivex Specialty Paper in April of 2016, as Technical Manager. In his role as COO, he is involved many aspects of keeping the mill running smoothly. Dave says he has enjoyed the opportunity to work with a group of people who truly care about the product they are producing, and the customers that they are serving.
Contact Dave via phone at (570)-295-2323
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			Robert Pitts – Customer Service Manager






		

				

				
				
							46 years in the paper industry

						

				

				
				
							Bob has worked in the Peoria mill for over 46 years. His first 22 years were in the union shop and his remaining years have been spent in management. Bob says he considers the mill his home away from home and thoroughly enjoys his job and the challenges it creates day to day. He also enjoys his fellow workers and considers them a team.

Contact Robert via phone at (309)-686-3830 x 7114						
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			James Braswell




		

				

				
				
							49 years in the paper industry

						

				

				
				
						
											
													
										Bachelor’s Degree in Business with a Minor in Marketing from Jacksonville State University
									


				

				

				
				
							James has been working in the sales for the Peoria Mill for 37 years, being able to watch the Peoria plant grow and undergo many changes. He says his career has been, and still is, a very challenging and rewarding experience all at the same time. He says we have employees that take ownership, great pride, and determination in making the Peoria Mill the best it can be and that truly makes the experience working here all the better.


Contact James at


office phone: (256)-362-5159


cell phone: (256)-493-4734						
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			Cathy Bennett – Customer Success Manager




		

				

				
				
							33 years in the paper industry

						

				

				
				
						
											
													
										B.S. Nutrition & Food Science, Chemistry & Biology minors from Florida State University
									


				

				

				
				
							Cathy has had the benefit of working in the paper industry in many functional roles. Her deep technical knowledge comes from operational experience across mills and her leadership of process and product improvement initiatives. Her time in product development gave Cathy exposure to the marketing and sales side of the business and, combined with her operational experience, gives her a well-rounded approach to her current role at Ivex. She says she loves to help customers solve problems quickly by recognizing opportunities in our technical capabilities and delivering them in a way that makes sense for their businesses and ours!



Contact Cathy via phone at (920)-216-8606
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			William Platt – President & CEO

		

				

				
				
							47 years in the paper industry
						

				

				
				
						
											
													
										B.S. in Chemistry and Biology, Valparaiso University
									
	
											
													
										M.S., Ph.D. in Paper Science and Engineering from Lawrence University, The Institute of Paper Chemistry
									


				

				

				
				
							Bill’s first job in the paper industry was in Alabama in 1977. This remarkable industry has taken him to Wisconsin, Alabama, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Ohio, and finally to Ivex Specialty Paper in Peoria, Illinois. Bill has had the opportunity to work in wood yards, pulp mills, utility operations with boilers, turbines and evaporators as well as paper machines, coaters, and converting equipment of all shapes and sizes. He says the work is exciting for certain, but the people are really what makes it all worthwhile.



Contact Bill via phone at (920)-284-1665
						

				

					

		

					

		
				

		






























